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SIR, 


Have not adventur'd to diſpleas you by publishing your 
Name to the World ; wherby you will eafily apprehend, 
that 1 ſend you this Diſcourſe as to a Friend , for your 

impartial Opinion of it ; rather than to a Patron for Prote&tion : 
(the ſtale Complement of Epiſtles Dedicatory.) 1 deſigned it 
should have been accompanied with ſeveral other Diſcourſes, 
concerning the Evill of Sin , and its Agravations. Firſt, 
in relation to the B. Trinity ; as it dishonours God , dispa« 
rageth the Divine Nature , & beſpatters every Attribute © 
Perfeftion of the Godhead ; & conſequently ſtrikes at the very 
bring of a God. As it is a Rebellion againſt his Souve- 
raingtly ; Enmity to his Folmeſs ; a Provocation to his Ju- 
ſlice ; a Contempt of his Wisdom ; an ungratefull Afront to 
bis infinite Goodneſs ; challenging his Allmighty Power ; givemg 
the Lye to his invariable Truth ; ſlighting his Omniſcience ; 
wearyins his Patience ; Sc. as it oppoſeth his Glory , & contra- 
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Inſtitutions , © Providences. Secondly , with reſpect tous 
as it thwarts the end of our Creation , perverts our rational 
| Faculties , and the very principles of our Nature : as it blurs 
the Image of God upon our Souls ; robs us of his Delight & Love 
& renders us uncapable of any. friendly Convers & Commun 
with him. As it deforms & defiles the Soul ; mſlaves us to 
many foolish & hurtfull Luſts ; as it gratifzes the Devil, S brings 
us under his power ; as it infeds others with its contagion ; diſ- 
turbs Societies ;, is the great Make-bate of the world , and the 
fatal ſource of all he Miſchiefs and Calamities , under which the 


Creation oroans , and Thirdly, In compariſon with all otaer 


Evills of Affliction and Punishment : wherby ſin will appearta 
be the moſt pernicious and mtolerable Evil : eſpecially as the cauje 
of the Eternal Ruine of Souls. Where 1 intended to conſider the 
certainty of that EverlaſtingDeſtruction threatned in Holy 
Scripture to the finally Impenitent. A Doctrine which ſo many 
would feim perſuade themſely*s to doubt of. 1 cannot wonder at 
it, ſince Intreſt and Inclination are inſtead of Evidence m other 
caſes as well as this : merare loath to admit any ſuch Premiſes, 
2yhoſe Concluſion would: ingage them to change their cours of Life : 
it is not therfore ſtrange if after haveins forfeited the Bleſſed- 
neſs of Heaven 5 they endeavor to extinguish the flames of Hell, 
But being at preſent diverted from finishing what I began i that 
kind, 1 am deſired to let this be publisht alone. 1 have not be 
ſpoke the Readers candor , as is uſual , by repreſenting m'a 
Preface the ſeaſonableneſs & nuſefullneſs of the Arg 
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diets his holy Will, & the great deſign of all his Revelations, 
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ment treated o:.\5- becauſe both are. ſufficiently o0bV1= 
04S. 

There is hardly any man whoſe Experience & obſervation 
will not oblige him to acknowledg , that Sin doth very often Cor - 
rect & reprove the ſmner in this world, | Lhe Evidence is too 
ſadly notorious to be denyed , in the miſerable Catastrophe of A- 
poſtats, in the afflictive conſequences of great Transgreſſons, 
& inthe ordinary fruits of Luſt & Folly, Lewaneſs, &7 Paſsion, 
Inemperance © unrigbteonſneſs, © a disorderly Life. Neverthe- 
lf, thro the deceitfullneſs of Sin, & the ſubtility of the Temp- 
ter, the neglect of Conſt deration , the powerfull Influence of 
had Company. , and ſometimes the" Righteous Judgment of God , 

uffering men to harden themſely*s m their wickedneſs ) the 
far greater part will not receive Inſtruction by this voice of the 
Rod ; but turn the deaf Ear to all the Calls of God ; & will not 
tereclatm*d , by all the methods of his Grace, to br ing them to 
Repentance. 

SIR, by the following acount that is given of it, you will be 
furnsht wh abundant matter of 'Thanks2ivins to God : who 
partly by the early communications of his Grace , and the pious 
Care of thoſe who had the conduct of Jour younger years ; & 
partly by the kindneſs of bis Providence , in keeping you at a di- 
flance from Temptations ; & by your own vigilance & prudent 
Caution in places & ſeaſons of Danoer ; hath preſerved you 
from thoſe Vices ,. which are thus attended with Temporal 
ſufferings. Such an Improvement of this Diſcours should 


be made by all thoſe happy Per 7ſons » Wha cannot confirm 
Z this: 
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this ſad Truth by ther own Experience , ſave m very few & 
the leſs conſiderable Inſtances of it. 

The beſt men may reap this Benefit by peruſing it : tha 
the conſideration of the mighty Prevalence & Growth of wick 
edneſs, with the preſent bitter fruits of it , may promote thei 
being crucifyed to this World , and willingneſs to quit it, aſſom 
as God hall pleaſe :. & ſo diſpoſe them to deſire & wait t 
be tranſlated to a better ſlate ; where they shall neither Sin 
nor feel the ſmart of Sin any more for ever ; or begreiy'd G 
ſadned by the fins or Sufferings of other men. 

In this Life our corrupted Nature is not perfedlly healed, 
but doth ever & anon caſt forth Mire & Dirt. Tho we 
are dyeing dayly unto Sin , & long for the funeral of the 
old man ; t is not quite Dead ; neither will it intirely ve ſo, 
till our own Diſſolution : on which acount the Deceitfullneſs & 


deſperate Wickedneſs of the heart diſcovers it ſelf in an hourdf 


Temptation. So that ſome of thoſe , who were thought tobe 


Eftablisht & Confirmed Chriſtians, have dishonor d the nant 
of God by ſcandalous Backſlidemgs , diſcredited their pro- 
feſſion , falſifyed their moſt ſolemn vows and obligations, hard- 
ned the hearts of ſome , & weakned the hands of others , and 
shamefully diſparaged the Religion of our B. Saviour. Wher- 
upon God teſtifves his difþleaſure by inward and ſometimes 
outward Troubles : a terrifyed Conſcience writes bitter things 
againſt them ; or God denies the aids of his Grace , after 
ſuch a forfeiture ; and their minds are darkwd , their heatts 


hardned by degrees , © they become careleſs and remiſs m the 
Mat- 
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Matters of Religion, & contmue in their ſecurity ; till by 


awaken'd to conſider their ways , and remember whence they 
have fallen, & Repent ; & therby recover his loſt favor , & 

God reſtores the Joy of his Salvation. | 
But this , Sir , is our Encouragement , & ought to be ar- 
gumentative to continued watchfullneſs , & the utmſt endea- 
hors to perſevere , that if we are faithfull to the Death (which 
maj be nearer then we are aware ) we shall then enter into the 
glmous Liberty of the Sons of God , & Sin no more. We 
Shall no more provoke him to Anger ,. by our Apoſtacy ; or ſuffer 
his correcting Rebukes for our Backſlidemgs. We hall no 
more be expoſed to Temptation ; or ſeduced by Satan, to defile 
ur Conſciences , to deſtroy the Peace of our minds , & greive 
the Hl. Spirit of God. We hall no more ſtart aſide like a 
token Bow, & Violate our holy promiſes & Reſolutions. Tono- 
race shall no longer darken our minds , or unmortifyed Luft 
lay lurking in the Heart , orthe Body any more betray the ſoul 
by wnruly- paſſions to the Commiſion of Folly. And as the 
eſſed Conſequent of a ſinleſs ſtate , no ſorrow 5hall ever more 
te felt, and therfore no complaint ever more he heard. Oh 
that thes thoughts were more delightfull & more connatural to 
w ! This should be the higheſt of our Wishes, and the objeR 
of our moſt deliberate & Reſolved Choice ; to be made more 
pertakers of the Divine Life ; & to glorifye God by a more per= 
feſt conformity to bis holy 1 mage. 41 moſt heartily beſeech the 
yeat Santhifjer &. Liver of ſouls to effect it more & more on 
| | the 
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the ; my aw heart © yours. - And tho-one "Kingdom ao. net hot 
us, & 1 may never ſee your Face on Earth againe ; = befure 
that glorious Everlaſtins Kinzdom we expect, "(hon þ 2y ſeeing p 
God , we shall be chanzed into his likeneſs ,) We may dayly meet 

at the Throne of Grace ; ©'thtre 1 humbly beg you wonldh} 

my Remembrancer , as 1 promiſe tobe yonrs. I moſt affecTimate 

ly kifſe your hands , & remame 


SIR, 
| th 
| | | W: 
. Your moſt Obedient . I ® 
Humble Seryant 
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PRESENT CORRECTION 


AND 
 REPROOF of SIN. 


From 2 | & «. 19. former part. 


Fir thine own wickedneſs ſ hall corref thee , & thy Backſlidings 
/ hall reprove thee. 


2X Hele words may be conſidered in rela- 
7 tion to the Jews, and their cauſle(s revolt 
FAS from the worſhip of the true God , and 
WEE obedience to him. In the preceding verſes 

ESE. God acquits himſclf from the imputation 
of havcing ever given them or their Fathers any juſt oc- 
cafion for ſuch an Apoſtacy. What miquity have your Fa- 
thers found in me , that they are gone far from me , and have 
walked after vanity and are become vaine. And then upbraids 
them with their ingratitude and folly, in the following 


verſes. Hath any nation changed their Gods which yet are no \; ''- 


Gods ? but my people have changed their glory for that which doth 
mt profit. Be aſtoniſht, 6 ye Heavens at this , and be horribly 
afraid , for my people have committed two evils , they have for- 
faken me the fountaine of liveing waters , and hewed them out 


ciſterns, 
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ciſterns , broken ciſterns that can hold no waters. Therupon 
God charges them as the authors of their own ruine, as 
| haveing brought upon rhemſelfs the calamities under 
Y-'+ which they ſinarted. 1s Iſrael a ſervant * is he an homebory 
ſlave? whyis he ſpoiled * Faſt thou not procured it unto thy ſelf, 
in that thou haſt forſaken the Lord thy God? 1n vaine ther. 
fore doſt thou ſeck for help to Zgypt, or have recourg 
unto the King of 4ſſhria: for thou | halt eat of the fivit 
of thine own ways , Thine own wickedneſs f hall correc thee, 
and thy Backflidings ſhall reprove thee. 
Thine own wickedneſs ſhall corre thee, or thou ſhak I | 
 15- be bound and fetterr'd, and held in the chains of thine 
;... 4... ./. ownſins, as the original word doth fomerimes ſignifie, I 
"1 or rather, thou ſhalt beinſtruted and taught by thine I | 
own folly , how evill and bitter a thing it is ,. to ſin azainſt God, 
499-3- Which is the meaning of the word in other places, and Il -t 
therefore the Septuagint make uſe of a word in thisplace © 
which ſignifies both, to teach and to chaſten, c 
And thy back/lidings { hall reprove thee, or convmce thee ll | 
by argument and demonſtration, The fruit of thine 4ps- I / 
ftacy ſhall convince thee of the folly of it: in forſakeing 
the way of truth for lyeing vanities ; the fountaine of ſ # 
| living watcrs, for broken ciſterns. T he miſerable effects © n 
& conſequences of fin ſhall corref and reprove thee. 0 
| What is here ſpoken to a community , may be as truly a 
. Serted of Individuals, and particular perſons, that the cala- I} # 
-Mities they ſuffer are the fruits of their own folly ; chat I 


, they 
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25 and Reproof of Sin. __ 
they bring miſeries on them {elv's in this world ; and are 
a | ten times ſeverely corrected and chaſtened by their own *? 
ter B wickedneſs. My preſent deſign is, to make it evident that it 
on | ſo, by ſhowing in ſeveral inſtances, how ſinners are repro- 
If, ed & punnisht by their own ſim and folly, even in this Life , 
er- | 45 well as inthe next. And then {hall improve this ar- 
urs -gument by ſome pradtical inferences , which may be ga- 
vie M -therd from it. 1 ſhall endeavor to manifeſt this truth. 

1. From the juſtice and righteouſneſs of God , which doth 
oftentimes proportion and ſuit temporal punishments to the 
ſms of men. 

2. From the more immediate effefts & conſequences of Sin, 
which in this life do ordinarily correct and reprove the 
inner. | 
1. We may conſider , how the Juſtice of God doth of- 
id Wl -tentims ſuit the puniſ hment to the ſin even in this Life, This is e- 
ce © -vident, either on their own perſons who were guilty : or 

on their Relatives & poſterity. As to the former, 2 ways. 
ee | Either when one ſm is the punniſ hment of another : or when 
v- | ſome calamity is inflicted which is anſwerable to the ſin. 
gp t. God doth ſometimes correct ſinners in this world, 
of i in the puniſhment of one ſin by the permiſſion of more. Which 
bs 
lf: 


may be either , by their own further ſin, or by the ſins of 
other men. 
1. God doth ſometimes punnil h former ſins , by per- 
2 if mitting the offending perſon to commit more and greater. That 
this is the ſevereſt punishment of {in 1n this lite, may eaſily 
11 6 A 2 be 
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be evinc'd. To be left of God to (in on, & to commit 

more & gprearer abominations , is a kind of damnatin, 

 F4) 4 were there no other Hell to ſucceed it: for we know the 

F the life of the Prodigal is dated from his Repentance, and 

notfrom his birth: This my ſon was dead, but is now alive, 

And that ſome of the heathenffhemſelv's have concluded 

any man tobe more worthy of a publick lamentation, 

at the time of his debauchery, then of his death. Some ſins, 

*ris true, have almoſt an inſeparable conneion & de- 

endance on each other , as laſt follows gluttony , and 

folly drunkenneſs: but Godin righteous judgement may 

leave a man to the power of Temptation, & ſuffer him 

to encreasrthe number, and add to the meafure of his 

former ſins , & ſo treaſure up wrath againſt theday of 

wrath, Thus he punniſ ht the wantoneſs of Solomon, by per- 

—mitting'him to fall into Tdolatyy : and the covetoumeſs of Ju- 

—tas;by ſuffering himto betray his Lord,& Peter's firſt denid 

of Chnilt, by his forſwearing him afterward. The Jews, for I " 

killing the Prophets, were lcft of God, to crucifye the I © 
Meſsah ; and Tfrae! , when they committed wheredoms 

: with the Danghters of Moab, were left to be inſnared I * 

>. by their Zdolatry. One ſin makes way for more ; as the || © 

Idolatry of the golden Calf was uſhered by intemperance & ke 

_ 3: Ex. Jdlenel(s: The people ſat down toeat, & drink, and roſe up to 

play. Thus'wahtmen get by oppreſſion & adts of inju- 

* -ftice , they oftentimes ſpend in pride & luxury. The 

wages of unrighteousneſs, or what they purchas'd by _ 
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| ane Reproof of Sin. 5 
-awtull means, is {infully imploy?d & watted, andrthat 
ſo quickly ſometimes, as it they reſolved their /ilver and 
jold ſhould not tarry to witneſs agamſt them. God ſuffers 
their treaſures of wickedneſs to melt away by intemperance 
& riotous living. Beſides when one ſin is made 
a cloak to conceal another , and to hide the shame, ot 
avoid the punniſhment of one crime, they are ſufterr'd to 
commit more: as Joſeph's Brethren, after their cruelty to 
bm , in felling him into Agypt, they were as unkind 
&cruel to their aged Father in vringing him his bloudy 
coat, in revenge ſor his particular fondnels & affection 
to their Brother. After the c ommiſſjon of any wickedneſs 


__— 


the greatelt folly imaginable,astherby profeſling that 
it is better tobe really guilty of two faults, then to be 
thought guilty of ove. And then you may proceed far- 


: impudent & incorrigible. T herfore fearthe beginnings 
e I of (in. 1 

” 2. . Sometimes God correfts the fins of one, by the fins of 
d I anther. Jacobthe younger ſon ſtole his Father's blefling 
e || Þy the deceit of his clder Brothers garment : and not 


; long after his Father in Law Laban, by a like fraud Ws 


4 gies him Leah inſtead of Rachel, ſubſtitutes the elder 

ter in the room of the younger, whom he loved, and 
e I feived an apprenticeſhip for. God by the faults of other- 
-Iien repays us for our own, As David's ſecret adultery, 
| A 3 by 


| God may jultly leave us to excule it with a Lye. 'Which 


-ther, to protett that Lye by on oath, andar length grow - 
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by 4bſolon's openinceſt , inlaying with his Father's con- 
- cubines: & by the luſt of his ſon Ammon towards his ſiſter 


Ammon for that offence , A4bſolon injuſtly flew him. Ds 
-vid's treachery againſt Uriah was requited by the treaſon 
of his Son, and the rebellion of his own ſubje&ts, who 
joyn'd in conſpiracy with him againſt his Father. Thus 
Ju.g. Godimployed the ambition of the King of Moab to pun- 
:4. —Niſh the Idolatry of Tſrael, & they became ſlaves for cigh 
-teenyears to that people, with whole IdoJatrous culio- 
— mes they had wickedly complied. Thus thoſe who 
were disobedient to their Parents are oftentimes punniſht 
by the undurtifullneſs of their own cbildren. Unfaithfull ſer- 
y_ may meet with ſome hereafter who will be ſo to 
them. | 
2. God doth oftentimes in this world inflict ſome calamity 
that is ſuitable to the crime , and in ſome reſpe& or other 
carries the reſemblance of it. And the Jultice of Godis 
more eſpecially viſible in the likeneſs 8 proportion between 
the /in and the puniſhment in theſe four reſpeRs, 1. In the 
kind and quality. 2. In the quality and meaſure. 3. Asto the 
time. 4. As to the place. | 
1. The kind and quality of the temporal punishment is of- 
-tentimes ſuited to the kind and quality of the ſin. As men ſow, 
ſo they reap, and to every ſeed its own body. They plow 
* Hole 3- wickedneſs, and ſow iniquity , & reap a punniſhment that 
is adapted te the ſin. They ſow the wind, and reap the _ 
-wind, 
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Tamar. And when David neglected to execute juſtice on | 
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5nd, as the Prophet ſpeaks. The Backſlider in heart shall '*, 
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be filled with his own ways. And the fooliſh ſinner eat 
the fruit of his own doings, and be filled with his own counſels. , 1, 
And their calamity be fo remarkable, that their ſin shall 3+ 
nd them out. | 

There are ſome peculiar puniſ hments that ordinarily 
attend ſome ſort of crimes: that follow the guilty perſons 
almoſt as conſiantly as giddineſs doth a drunkard, as that 
theſpoiler ſhall be ſpoiled, he that detrauds others, {hall 
be out witted,, the Lyar ſhall looic his credit: the cen- 
-orious talcbearer be blaſted in his reputation, the op- 
-preſſor be brought low : the proud be ſcorned , and de- 
-lpis'd : and he that flops his ears againſt the cry of the 
jor, Chall wantafriend to ſuccour him in diſtrefſe, ſhall 
oy himſelf and not be heard, That he. that judgeth 
ſhall be judged : the ſlanderer be evil ſpoken of: that he 
that taketh the ſword ſhall periſh by the ſword : and 
that the Aſurzderer | hall not live out half bis days. If Jacob 
deccive his old Father Iſaac , by the borrow'd garmenits of 
his Brother Eſaw ; his own childzen , when he is old 
impoſe upon him by the bloudy garment of his beloved 


| Joſeph. Abimelech flew ſeventy of his Brethren, on one ,v, g. 
ſtone, and he himſelf was ſlaine by a picce of a mill- **© 
-ſtone, God ſometimes obſerves even an arithmetick pro- . 
portion , demands, an eyeffor an eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 

pives bloud for bloud , and burning for burning. We havea 
pertinent examplein Adenibezeck, who had his Thumbs and wen 


great 
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great Toes cutt off. And inthe next verſe he owns that he 

had ſerved ſeyenty Kings in the like manner. He was 
affected with the equity and juſtice of his puniſhment, 

r Ex #5.that he cries out, As T bave done, fo hath the Lord requited 
bn Sy: me. Pharoah reſolues to deſtroy the male mfants of the 
Iſraelites, and the firſtborn in every family of the: Ayyp. 

-tians was cutf off in a night. He gives order to the mid- 
-wifes that they ſhould be drownd, and he and his migh- 

ty hoſt periſht in 'the waters. Joſeph's Brethren (old 

him into /Egypt, that his dream concerning their sheayes 
bowing down to his, might not be accomplisht, and that 

was the very means to bring it about, The Jews cruc- 
-Fycd the ſon of God, that the Romans might not come, 

$& take away their Land: and as the puniſhment of that 
crime , God ſends the Romans to deſtroy their Temple, 
citty, and Nation. Jeroboam thought to prevent the revolt 

' of 1ſrael to the King of Judah , by ereCQing calves in Dar 

and Bethel , near to Sechem, ( where the Samaritai 

had their Temple, and where*Abraham built an altar) 

and forbidding the people to goe up to Jernſalem to wor- 

 Cron. hip, and by that wretched policy he and his poſterity 
*' Joſt the government of Iſrael. The captivity of [(rael 
for ſeventy years was the punniſhment God inflicted for 

their prophaning the ſeventhday Sabbath , and not ſuf- 
Acring their Lards to reſt every ſeventh year. The ung 
-turallaſt of the Sodomites, we read was punniſ ht by fire 


19Gev, from Heaven. The puniſhment 1s in ſuch caſes the m 
eccho 


3 and Reproof of Sin. 
echo of rhe tin that brought it: Whuch honours the Juſtice of 

God, & renders it conſpicuous to all obſeryers.” If 4b/o/on take 
apride in his har, his deſtruction 1 hail come by that means. 

It Nadab & Abihu offer ſtrange fire to the Lord , by fire {hall 2 Sam. 
they be confum'd : as face anſwers 10 Face, ſo doth the puni/h- "TN 
-ment co the impicty -, that brought it. If Dawid glory in the num- 19 Levic, 
Hers of his men of war ; ſeventy thouſand 1 hall be ſwept away by 
 apeſtilence , to diminiſh the number: that he may ſee cauſe of 
humiliation 1n the- matter of his pride.. Becauſe Solomon ſerved 

God with a divided heart, his Kingdom ſhall be divided, & , Kings 
buta part of it deſcend to his poſterity. Becauſe the 1jrachites 1 :: yo, 
ſerved ftlrange Gods 1n their own land , God threatens that other 

Lords f hould have dominion oyer them , & they / hould ſerve 
flrangers,in a land that was not their own. T tus ſome herbs bear rhe 

marks of thoſe parts of the body , to which, if ill affeQed, 
theyare medicinal; ſo doth the punif hment & the calamity 
oftentimes deſcribe the ſin for which God ſends it. The ſin- 

ners Temporal Croſſe is formed as it were out of that forbidden 

Tree wherby he offended, or rather like he croſſe of Chrift, car- 

ries on it in capital Letters an account of the crime, for which 


' he ſuffers. Tho many of God's jwdgments, Iconfels, are of 4 ,5 of. &, 


great depth, paſt our ſounding, as to the grounds & reaſons of 
them, yet in ſeveral of them his Righteouſneſs is as the great Moun- 
=#4ins, 1: e. viſible & apparent tothe dulleſt eye. 

2. There is ſometimes 4 Suitableneſs in reſpett of the quantity & the 
meaſure. He that ſoweth ſparingly {hall reap ſparingly , & he 
that ſoweth plentifully, ſo doth he reap. which is true of evil 
ationsas well as good : Impudent & extraordinary ſinners hav © 
& been ſignalized by as remarkable judgments & plagues 
from Heaven. God lays judgment to the line , & equity to the Ballane 
&, rewards them according to their works, & meaſureth out 
there calamities & ſorrows 1n proportion to their fins. 'Tho 


{ntence be not allways ſpeedily executed againſt great offten= =» 
B —dersy 
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ders, & ſometimes not at all in this world, but they are bound. 
over to the laft Great CAſſize in the world to come: yer inall 
ages diyine juſtice giues ſome inſtances how notorious & 
exemplary (nners have had as extraordinary punnif hments. 

3. T heres ſrequently a proportion & reſemblance between 
the fin & the Punishment in reſpe&t of Time. In that wery 
hour, when Belshazar was quafling & carowſing 1n the veſlells 
of the Temple, with his Princes, his Wives , & Concubines; 
& prayfing the Gods of gold & filver, the hand of the 

"5Din. Lord was againft him , & he ſaw his Doom written on the 
3--6 wall ; which made his countenance fall , & his Thonghts 
' tremble, & the joynts of his loyns were looſed , & his 
Knees ſmote one againſt an other. When Benhadad the Sy- 
PEI 4 -7ian , with the 32 Kings with him, were drinking them- 
[/-1+4*6</- felvs drunk in the Pavilions, the young men of the Princes of 
1 Kings the Provinces of Samaria, came out againſt them, & flew every. 
19.9, manhis man, &c. Jonah is purſued by a Tempeſt, at that very 
Time, when he fled from the Commandment of God. Many who 
have been going out of God's way, have been arreſted & ſet 
cd by ſome ſtrange rebuke of divine Providence: wherin the 
: Fercumſtance of 7ime hath been peculiarly remarkable. 
' God ſent the Prophet Fonah to Ninive, that exceeding 
3 Jon. 3: preat City , of three days journey, to deliver his terrible meſſad* 
ge to that People : but he disobey'd his voice, & fled to 
xc.3.7. Tayshish. For which God condemned him to be three 4ays 4 
Priſoner in the belly-of a great Fich. The word whale is not 18 
the original Hebrew, or ſeptuagint Greek. 
The Jewish captivity for ſeventy years in Babilon , is attribui 
- fed to the prophanation of the Sabbath , as one principal pro- 
.- -voking cauſe, as will appear by comparing thes following 
SCriptures, 2 Crop. 36. c, 17. — 22.%. 13, Nehem, 18: 17- 
Jerem. 27 :12, Fzek. 26.623. c. 38 :46. *t was at the time of 


the Paſſover, that the Jews put ta death the Lord of Glory : & 
after- 
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. deſtroied by Fire from Heaven before the Lord , where they of- 1: .. 
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- aticeward about the lame time of the year, the wrath of God 
came upon them to the uttermoſ# for that 1in : their Temple, 
City, & Nation were deſtroy'd by the Romans. Nebucadne- 
- 247 wasadmonisht of his Pride , & warned of that Judgment 
which afterwards befell him : And as the Punnishment in its 
kind was proportioned to his fin, (his Brutish condition being 
a ſuirable Rebuke for his infolence & vain glory,) the Time 
alſo of the execution of that Judgment 1s obſervable; it was 
juit 4 3welve moneth from Daniel 's interpretation of his , | 
dream concerning it , & took effect while the proud words , nar; 
were in his mouth , 1s not this great Babilon that 7 have built , by 9: 30: 
the might of my power , & for the honour of my majeſty? So in the 3!'\4.. 
cale of Herod: & of the 1/raclites , in the caſe of the molten calf. 32 Exod, 
Your own reading & obſervation may furnish you with exam- 
ples of Blaſphemers , Swearers, Lyars, Murderers , & Sabbath- 
-breakers &E. who have been either punisht inthea&; or haye 
been follow'd by ſome perticular judgment afterwards , at the 
ſame time of the year, the ſame day of the moneth, or week 
,or hour of the day , when they committed the ſin. So that 
the very /caſoz of their calamity , hath brought the ſin to re- 
-membrance .for which they ſuffered. , Several Villages*s 
Towns, & Cities , have been taken notice of, to have ſuftered 
greatly by Fires , which broke out on the Lordsday , that were be- 
fore obſerved .& talk't of as infamous for the prophanation of 
the Sabbath, more then other places , & ſome of them forware 
-ncd of tfuch Judgments for that very Sin. 

4. Ofrcentimes they meet with ſome Rebuke & Punishment 
inthe ſame Place , where they commit their folly. As in that 
very houſe where Rahab hid the Hebrew ſpies , She & her kindred 
wereafterward preſerved ,as the Reward of her Faith: So di- 


>vine Judgment doth frequently overtake men, in the very 


place where they aCted their Wickednefs. Nadab & Abihaare 
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—fered ſtrange fire, & they arc laid to dye before the Lord. How 
often doth the Drunkard get his death in the ſame houſe, 

where hedrank ro Exceſs, by caufleſs quarrelling ? And the 
Adultererloos his Life in the fame room , where he commits 

-ted Folly ? Ahab, by theadvice of Jezabel, murders Inno. 

'S —cent Naboth , & his ſons: but the Lord had faid, that the 
21.cs, Same place, where Dogs lickt the bloud of Naborh , »hall Dogs lick 
23-v.19. thy Bloud, even thine. Which was nor long after exaQly full 


3%... * eff ; | | 
place, within the Territory of Samaria, but becauſe of his Hu. 


2 Kings. -miliation,, it was moxe literally & expreſly accomplisht in the 
_ $.c.v.23. deathof hisſon Joram. Who was ſlaine by Jehn , & caft intothe 
- ſame plat of ground, to remaine unburied, asa x for Dogs, 
'F wy according to the word of the Lord. And of Jezabel, for the ſame 
crime, ſpake the Lord, ſaying , The Dogs 5halleat Jezabell, by 
the wall of Jezreel. Which was exaAly verified. 
 . This illuſtrates the Juſtice of God , & makes zt-confpicuous 
FTT 20 every Eye. As Publick Magiſtrates condemn” notoriotis Cri- 
_ _ — mingls tobecxecuted at or near the place, where the Fatt was 
committed. That the very Place may make the Sin to be the 
better Remembred,' & render the Equity,of the fenrence the 
more manifeſt & obſervable. | "* 

oP Y; Op 2 Weare toconſider theſe temporal Punichments of fin ; whith 
x - . flow fromthe ſins themſelus. that are either «we from , or doc 

| /- -/© commonly attend & follow them, Such astheswhich totlow , 
= S. 1. Shawe. Aſloon as our firſt Parents had ſinnedþas if the co- 
lor ofthe forbidden fruit had got into their faces, they b/usht & 
were 45hamed of their akednef , & of their folly which brought 
it, Andis it not in ſome meaſure thus, with their poſterity alſof 
Such an inſeparable Shame is the fruit of ſin, that hardly any 
man will own himſelf guilty of the praftice of anyvice, till he 
hath changed its name: givenit an honourable title, 8 va rnif bt 


at with ſome appellative of yertue: that fo prudence th 
thrift 


2 filled, in a Place of the ſame nature. A publick & common-. 


if and Reproof- of Sin. 0 
thrift & good buſ bandry , friendſhip 8, good humour , valour 
& generoſity , may protect worldlineſs, covetouſneſs, debau- 
«bery ; & fooliſh murth,, & conceal madneſs , fury , 8& pride. 
Theli ke may be faid of other faults. }f men are ſurprized 
;n ſome aGts of Impicty ., what ſilly excuſes will they 
frame ? what childiſh pretences ;  & frivolous eva- 
ions will they make? what flender-fhifts & weak apo- 
-logies ; to juſtifiethem ſelv's, toextenuate , -or prevent 
thepublication of their folly ? their diſardered-, & down 
cſt looks , or ſtupud ſilence , make it eyidentithey are af ham- 
£d.The\hame of being thought guilty makes them ſhite, 
& turn , &.try all methods , to excuſe them {clv's , or de- 
fend what they have done : &1o throw the blame on ſome 


> 
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bodies which they Gannot help, on the importunities of 

their Company which they'could not tefi{t, on the temp- 
ations of the Devil; or rather then fail , with Adam, 

, I they] charge God himiclfas acceſſory to their crimes, and 
reflect upon his holy Providence, Except among a few 
Savages like beaſts, there js no nation or people under 
heaven where filchineſs, and intemperance, & lome groſ- 

I fr fins, arc notreckon'd ſhamefull, The voice of nature , 

; Wit {elf is againſt ſuch fins, and we therby violate the mo-" / -* 
\ -deliy of our own natures, andofiend againſt aninternal 
witneſs that condemns us. And when once we begin to 

do ſo, God may leave us to proceed, till we become ; 
publick ſpelacles of ſhame to all that know us, and wiſh us 
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what elsg as.on the temperament & conſiitution of their /© 
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better. 1 hereare very few | hope who have ſind them- 
-ſelv's beyond: all ſhame ; tho:more of late then ever, 
who ork all. uncleatmeſS with greedinefs-, 'and glory in 
their /hame. Who boaſt of that which ſhould cover 
them with confuſion of face; but ſuch have ſinn'd then: 

- ſelv's within a {ſtep of Hell ;' and being paſt feeling, are 
ſo far paſt all hope'of being reclaim'd. None but ſuch 
Abſolons would commit lewdneſs on the houſe top , in the 
face of the ſun, and the view of the world. Tis a ſhant 
fich the Apoſtle, to ſpeak of what ſome men do in ſecret. | 
wiſh ſuch ſins were ſecret ſtil] , which ere not then ſo mul 
as tobe named amon? Saints: i: e. not without need, and not 
without abhorretice. They that are drunk , ſaith the ſame 
1 Thef 5. Apoſtle , are drunk in the night. The Heathens them ſelv% 
<-7- nevercelebrated the feaſts of a dranken Bacchus, but by 
night. So for uncleannes, ' The eye of the Adulterer waittth 

+4 Job. for the twilight , ſaying noeye shall ſee me, and he disguiſeth hi 
141516 face ,in the dark they dig throhouſes , which they had marked fa Wt: 
themſelv*s in the day time : they know not the light. For the mor» fl 

—ing is to them even as the ſhadow of death : if one knw th 

them , they are m the terrors of the shadow of death. Wt 

So for murder, and theft and other works of Darkneſs, tb 

to which ſhame 13 inſeparably annext. How {hame- 
_fully are men disfigured by Drankeneſ3 , how do thy talk 

and act like fools, when wine hath 611'd them with more 

Spirits then they are able to govern ? how ill favor'd 

are their looks ? and how ridiculous their carriage? be- 


traying 


| 
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Þ-caying thar tolly in cheir drunken fits which atterwards 
they are aſhamed to think or ſpeak of , expoſing them- 
ſelves to the pitty of their friends & neighbours, to the con- 
tempt of children , and the ſcorn of their own ſervants. 
en:Þ T'is fad toconſider how the commonneſs of this, and 0- 
are W-ther vices hath in great meaſure taken off the shame of 
> © committing it. So that we may ask the queſtion with 
the Wl the Prophet , Were they aſhamed , when they commit- 
im? {W-nited all theſe abominations ? and make the, fame an- 
| WW fer, No, they were not at all achamed , neither did they blush. 
fever they reform, and return to God with all their 
hearts , they will then be heartily aſhamed, * when 
rflefting on their paſt folly , they ſhall aſk them- 


+4% 
I —_—_— 


vs W{lv's , what fruit have we of thoſe things wherof we are now 
by WY «bamed' ? Bar if a timely repentance do not bring them 
þ FW to holy ſhame and confuſion of face before they 
his Wl dye ; they [hall ariſe againe to shame and everlaſtmg con- | 
for Wrtenpe. | | 


' $.2. The paine , and trouble, and ſlavery, and ſufferings, 
ow MN that wait pon fin, do correft and reprove the ſinner. And 
th, this will appear if we conſider x. the preparatories to 
F, tbe commiſſion of ſome crimes, 2. The attual commiſ> 12 Dav.z. 


f B -fion 
Ik , 

re * E del mis vaneegiar vergogna ©l frutto , 

'd El Pentirft, &l conoſcer chiaramente , 


- Che que quanto piace al mondo , e breve ſogno. 
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ſion. 3, The conſequent trouble by diſaponitment. &c 
1. The preparations neceſſaryto the commiſſion of ſome fiw, 
They who have had any tolerable education in the 
knowledg of Chriſtianity under Religious or ſober Px- 

[ rents cannot preſently adventure upon great Tranſgreſ: 
| + <h-fjons. They muſt firſt ſtifle their convictions , & de 
-bauch their reaſon, and baffle conſtience;,. and lay ali 
de conſideration and ſerious thoughts, forſake the mini 
ſiry of the word, neglect the reading of the Bible and 6- 
- ther good books, leave off ſecret prayer , entertaine looſe 
company , and admit ſome principles of Atheiſm or Sud 
—duceiſm , before they can date to adventure. Forthe 
debauching of a young man well educated, is not to be 
done all at once; it is a work of ſome time, and muſthe 
effected by degrees, and many arts of the Devil are requi- 
-ſitein order to it. And after all , t1s with reluctance at 
firſt, that they dare do as others, & run into the ſame 
cxccls of riot. And ſome grofler villanies they bog 
-gle at{ti]], and are afraid to procced. T'is a ſtrange exprel- 
-4ton of the Plalmiſt, (7P/al. 1 4.) They Travel with Iniquity 
and conceive miſchief : are in as great pain almoſt as a woman 
in travell,and all this, to bring forth a Lye.The Law of God 
ſtares them in the face, and ſomething-within tells them, 
Ic is better to forbear, and they ought to do otherwiſe: ſo 
that they arenot eaſy, or free from diſtrafting fears, til 
the way be prepared by lefſer ſins, and a gradual ApoF 
-tacy, 
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| | 2. We may conlider the trouble they meet with in the aFAual 
jo. commiſSion of ſome fins. Not only as the demands of feve- 

the £74] ſuſts are contradictory and inconſiſtent, and Satan in 

ſach a caſe mnſt needs calt out Satan, becaule all cannot be 
oatifyed : but the very aft of ſome crimes is a down right 
puniſhment. So that with equal reaſon a man might de- 
ſire a feaver, or choos to be ſcorcht upon the fire; to *-/ + + 
quench his thirſt with his own (ſweat. One man eats out 
hsown heart with Enyy and malice, to ſee his neighbour 
proſper : another burns with impatient luſt , and cannot 
meet with the opportunity to acompliſh his laſcivious 
deſign. Another is even choakt to death with thirſt for 
gd, and yet he /abours inthe fire, and cannot reach that 
eſtate he covets. Orif he do, he is ſil as far from true con- 

tent and ſatisfaCtion as he was before ; yea farther,becauſe , 
cata increntcrh, his feaver grows upon him: the ©*/ | 
more he hath, the more he thinks is neceſſary to make him -/--»- - #4} 
happy : like the horsleech, he will [til] be crying, Give, ©. 4,4 | 
Give, till the diſeas-be cured. Morcover , to bring about a 

wicked purpoſe what pains do ſome mentake , tocon- 

ive the model, to remove difficulties and objections, to 
100F obviate Rivals, and prevent disapointment, ſurprize , and 
IB diſcovery ? what mean things mult they ſtoop to? what 
be fubmiſſions muſt they undergo? into how many dit- 
erent ſhapes mult they be transformed? and into what 
"£2 agony do they put themſcly's? their countenance al- 

red, their eyes fiery ,theirhands trembling, their breath 

We ſhort, 
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ſhort, andthe whole man, body and ſoul, in diſorder, 
Wheras it were comparatively very eaſy , & the way 
plaine, to keep in the path of righteouſneſs, and obey 
God. 


3. We may conſider the conſequent trouble upon the in- 


mediate \commiſ$ion. T he uneaſineſs & remorſe of a natural 


conſcience, and the fruſtration of cheir hopes, the in- 


—oymentfalling ſhore of what they promis'd themlely', 
& eagerly expected. They look't tor pleaſure and they 
meet with di/quiet , from the reflexions of their own mind 
on their diſapointment, and a conſciouſneſs to themſely' 
that they have not done well. They promiſed themlfely' 
eaſe, and meet with dis/atisfaftion. W hat they ſought for, 
they do not find ; but inſtead of theirexpeccd joy,regret; 
conſcience threatens them with an after reckoning: to ſtop 
its mouth, and ſilence its clamours , they have ecoursto 
company,$8& fresh pleafures:&beingweary of one ſort,they 
muſt change for another, by various methods endeavoring, 
tho:1n vaine, to appeas their boſome enemy, But more 
this under another head. © Andisit not a ſhame, to conf 

der what pains men take to bewndone , what Gibeonites they 
are in the Dewi's ſervice ?'while we are ſuch lagy dreamers 
in the ſervice of God ; whoſe yoke is eaſy, and whoſe burdel 
is lioht. What and how many are the cates and fears 
and difficulties of the-Proud, and Ambitious? ( who pet- 

-haps may.take itil} | began not with'him firſt; to be filled 

with the wind ; and applauded by the people, and honou- 


red 
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"rin the world ? how jealous of every Rival ; how 


watchfull of every advantage ; & how diligent toim- 
rove, and make the moſt of it. When the favor of 


God, that is infinitely preferable, may be had at a-che< >: 


rate. Why ſhall not ve mind the things above , & 


cur future intreſt , with the ſame eagerneſs , that'/anners 
TT do the fatisfaftion of a ſenſual luſt * why {hall not we ſtrive 


eto enter into Heaven, with the ſame diligence as others ha- 
-fiento the Gates of Hell? why ſhall not we ſeek the Kimg- 
-dmof God, and its righteouſnels, with equal vigorandreſolu- 
4im, - as they the injoyment of a forbidden pleaſure? eſpe- 
cally, fince inſtead of paine, and trouble, ſorrow. 6 
diſftisfation , which they meet with ; the- yoy of the 
Lord would be our ſtrength , incouragement , and ſupport. 
For even in, as well as after , the keeping his commandments, 
there is great reward, His burden would he lighter too, 
the more we are accuſtom'd to bearit: & his, yoke cafler , 
thelonger we have carriedit. cite: 

ſ. 3. Sin correfts the ſinner in this world, by ſpoiling that 
peace, & concord, that love, and unity , among men and 
Chriſtians, which is neceſſary to our temporal happineſs: Whence 
come wars fightings, tumulrs 8 diſorders, animoſitics 
& diviſions, quarrells & contentions, but from-luſt in 
the heart, & the fruits of it in the life ? from what 
other original can we derive the, unchriſtian heats and 
anglings, ſirifes and perſecutions ;/ among Profeſſors ; 
the uncharirable fewds and hatred among neighbours , 
C uN- 


—neſs, & humility; did we but indeavor, as much as in y 


- preting every thing ofcach other in the beſt ſens; with 


of mankind', and the:fad efteGs of that, there were no 


-pineſs of the world had not been deltroy'd, but by the 
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wmneceſſary & tedious law ſuits, and the conſequent malig 
and contumelics of vexatious quarrclling, on whichthe 
impoveriſhing of particular perſons, and the ruine of 
whole families , is ſo often conſequent ? did we by 
obſerve the Chriſtian rules of Juſtice , & charity , meek 


© a©>. RI 


lays tolive peaceably with all men; being kindly affefioned oy 
towards another ;, apt to be reconciled , and ready tg 
forgive , reſtraining our exorbitant paſlions, and inter. 


how different a face would the world appear, how happy 
would be the nation, thecitty, the family, where the 
caſe were' thas. [But what . contentions and enmities 
are cauſed every day by Pride ,,drunkenneſs , & Evilſpes 
king? inevery town , village, and neighbourhood, we 
might find Inſtances. Were it not for the corruption 
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foundation in any ſens to call-the ſlate of Nature the ſtate if 
Yar. And thepeaceand harmony, and conſequent hap- 
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ſin of man. What Nation was ever ſer on fire withinit 
ſelf or made deſolate by a forreign power ; what battel 
was ever fought, (much leſs a Duel, ) what war ws 
ever commenc't or proſecuted , but on one ſide or the 
other or both, Ambition, or Pride, Raſhneſs , or Rebellion, 
Fury , or Revenge was at the bottom? hence they ſpring 
as from their grand ſourge , by thes: were they cheriſht . 
/ 
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lice by cher proper fuel : the great convulſtons & deſolations 
the © that tear Provinces & Empires, and deſtroy Kingdoms, are 
» off cauſed by armies of Imignities rather then of ſoldiers. Dul- 
bu cord, contention and war , are the ſcumm of pride. 
Wheras , the meek hall inherit the earth, and be delighted 
with multitudes of Peace. Among the {inlets Angels, tho 37 11: 
there be many Legions, we read ofno wars. The Earth 

only is the ſeat of war; Jeruſalem above is free. It men 

would ceaſe to do ep, and learntodo well, Spears mult 

hk turned into ploughshears , and ſwords into pruning hooks. And 

the mhabitants of the earth would learn war ma no more , did 

they once forbear to be wicked. Princes would not then 

opprels and murder their Subjeds ; nor would Subjects 

rbel againſt their Iawfull Souveratens; a bleſſed unt- 

erlal peace would return co the earth, whichis now ſo 

much a.ſtranger to the far greateſt part of the inhabited 

world, So that the Reo” and Correction of ſin thunders 

© inour cars by the noiſe of canon , and the Inſtruments of 

war; isas loud as the beating of Drums, and the ſound of 
trumpets : 1t1 hould peirce our hearts, as do the laſt cries 

nit of-mangled /o!diers : and affe&t us with a like reſent- 

cell} ment, as do the tragical eflects. of a delolateing 

wall War. Lo 

the 6. 4. Sim doth correct and reprove the ſinner in this world , by 

on, Wl mpoveriſhing his Eftate. Gluttony and Drunkennels , 

1ng Uncleanneſs and L uſt, Ambition and Pride , Conten- 
tons and Quarrelling, Prodigality, the Gameing humour, 

by C 2 &C. 
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&c. have all a tendency to Poverty, and commonly cffet 

it. Ifmen will ſel! themſelves to comm wickedneſs, they 

mult /ell their eftates , to make proviſion for their luſts, 

13Pr.21. The Drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to poverty , and 
Idleneſs cloth aman with rags. He that loveth pleaſure chal 

—ahag be poor. And he that loveth wine, © oyl, f hall not be rich, 

/__ ,_ __ And he that follows after 'vaine perſons , ſhall have povery 
22 A ---.cenough. Such men are not only unficted for rhe works 
£4 > of their calling , wherby they ſhould fubſiſt ; bur 
= | will pawn all they have , borrowall they can, and ſell all 
they are worth , to maintaine their vices. They mis- 

-pend their time, and neglect their [Imployments, which 

would otherwiſe find them a lively-hood;, and fo po- 

-verty comes upon them ere they are aware. For no 

man reſolves from a vaſt eſtate to make himſelf a Beogur; 

but at the long run how many do lo? this needleſSexpence 

1s for their honour, or rather pride; and will not undoe 

"them: that is for their pleaſure, and diverſion; and they 

think they may bear it, it will not ruine them: and(o 

for others, no one of which alone brings poverty, bur al-. 

together in a little time do it. What Jarge revenues 

i: have been waſted in vanity? how many conſiderable 
patrimonies devoured by luſt? men that had eltates Jett 

them, almoſt ſufficient ro maintaine an army, have been 

bexgerd by a*ritious courſe, and made as indigent as a 

disbanded foot ſoldier ; reduced to a morſell of bread , and 


deprived of neceſſaries, and forc't to depend on = 
who 


, : 


Yo 
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who were once their dependants. It would be endlels 
rogive 4 bill of all the coſt and charges , which ſome men are 
at, to maintaine and fced their lults. How many have 
been forc*t to feed on huſks, and ready to ſtarve, as the 
Prodigal , by following his luſttull and riotous courles, 
They that have gliſtered in ſcarlet, have by this means 


| —_——_—_—_— 


| imbract dunghills, Great eſtates have been turn'd into+ 5m 5: 
| ſavce, to pleas?a g/utton, and he that once far*d delj- 
-cioully every day , was choice in his dyct, and 


delicate- in his food , and prodigal 1n his treats and 
intertainments , 1s at. a lofſe where to find a din- 


-ner, His throat was an open ſepulcher , and his houſes, 


lands, and livings, and money too, have been buricd 
in this tomb. - So for other ſins, the poor and the Deceitfull 


man ſhall meet together 1: e. the latter be brought as low, 


235 mean , and miſcrable , and indigent as the former. 

What the oppreſſor wrings from the Fatherleſs and wid-*9« 13. 
dows, or gets by over reaching his neighbours thro the > / 
little arts of cheating, which are called the myſteries of 
Trade, ſhall be put ito a baz with holes, And methinks ' Haz 6 
thisreproof of {in ſhould be very audible and aftcCing,,, 

that you cannot lobs your ſouls., throw away your hopes ,,7/ 
of Heaven, and be milcrable and undone for ever, but 

you muſt part with your money too, . and be begger*d here 
onearth. I might add under this head, that /in 4oth im- 
poveriſh the ſinner by conſuming his precious Time. God 

gives us other bleſſings with alarger hand , ina greater 


C3 plenty 


| 
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[nb "plenty and abundance at once: only our Time he diſt]; 


by drops ; and never gives us two moments at once , but w- 


/ ' kes away one, when he lends ys another. To teachuy 


the price of ſorich a Jewel. And whatopinion have ſick 
and dyeng perſons of the worth and value of their irrecy. 


—perable Time , which we prodigally conſume in ſin and 


folly : in vaine company, and ſinfull mirth; in ſenſud 
pleaſures, anddiverſions; with the neglett of the great 
end and buſineſs, we ought to proſecute in this Life, in 
order to the felicity of the next, Forgetting that we 
haſten dayly tothe end of time, and our final judgment, & 
that wither we ſleep or wake; wither we work, or are 
Idle; wither weprepare for death , and judgment, and 
our Everlaſting ſtate, ordoit not ; our glafs runs , and 
we are haſtning to our laſt hour. Oh that we would 
think , with ſerious /elf-Reflexions , what deſpairing 


ſouls bcyond the grave would give for ſome of that | 


Time , we know not what to do with, but ſpend in 
vanity, or whatis worſe! or what we our ſelus {hal ec 
long be willing to give for a little of ir upon the ſame 
terms as now , When time is palt, and t'is too 
late. 

$. 5. Smaoth corre and reprove the ſinner in this Life , by 
blaſting his Reputation. There muſt be ſome appearance at 
leaſt of vertue, and goodneſs, of juſtice and honeſty, toren: 


-der any thing honourable , and recommend jt as praiſe war 


"thy. The grofler as of wickedneſs are almoſt every where 
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counted of i repute, hence it 1s that tew arrive to that 
height of 1impudence and degeneracy, as to rail and 
ſpeak evil of others for being »pright and religions , being 
honeſt men and good Chriſtians, but tor being Hypocrites : 
for pretending to be what they are not : practical religion, 
and the power of godhnels hath (till ſuch an 9v-1c:ble awe 
upon the minds of men, and commands that retpe& and 
inward reverence, which they cannot refule. So true 
wit, that they who honour God , [halÞ be honoured. And 
tis equally certaine and univerlal, that they who deſpiſe 
experience , that men expoſe themlſely's to contempt , & #4 
20s cheir reputation by forlakeing God. Luſt and Drun- 
-kemeſs cloud the reaſon, and weaken the underitan- 
ding, corrupt the judgment, and deſtroy wisdom, and 
render men not only an abommation to God, and his hol 


C Angels, but the contempt or pitty of all wile and ſober 


men, Their vices make them vile, Ecclips the glory of 
their birth , and the honour which their anceſtors, and 
families, or their own other good qualities would give 
them.. The name of a Liar is a brand of diszrace, anda 
mark of dis honour , among the worlt of men who often re- 
{nt itſo far, as todemand his bloud for reparation of the 
effront, who preſumed to call them ſo. Sin, fayth a late 
Author, as ſome beaſts, hatha ſtinking breath, as well as 


deadly claws , and brings infamy and disgrace , as well 


3 paine and trouble. If men degrade themlclves into 
ſwine 


ad forſake him , ſhall belightly efteewd. And we find by » Sam. 2. 


"4 4 A 
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"ſwine by Intemperance , or into goats by Jaſcioulneſ& 
luſt, they muſt not expect the reward of vertue,: to be 
well reputed , and ſpokenof. If they are ſlaves to an 
Imperious luſt, they muſt bear the Infamy of being ſo, 
And no better are they inthe practice of Impiety : for a; 
Slaves are at the command of their Maſters, and blind! 
obey their wills , and are no gainers by what they do, 
and oftentimes feel the laſh and the whip, notwithſtan 
—fling their drudgery;ſach is the caſe of ſinners, under the yw- 
-,wer of a domineering vice. Yea their ſervice is more dirty, 
and dishonourable, their chains ſtronger, and their recovery 
more difficult , as being leſs apprehenſive & ſenſible of theit 
thraldom. And who can honour or eſteem (ach voluntary 
aves, under the worlt of Tyrants ? they render themſely's 
infamous & deſpicable ; & can not expett better then tobe 
ſcorned , or pittied. No man will eſteem or truſt one that 
is a known drunkard, and whoremaſter : a frugal honeſt 
man that hath bur half the eltate, is better lov'd, & 
will be farther truſted, then ſuch a-one, tho: he have 
twice as much. Whocan think or ſpeak well of a drw+ 
-kard any otherwiſe then of a cask or veſlell to be often 
filled and empried. . As of one that is a confident boaſter 
of himſelf, his own actions & undertakings : a ſlanderer& 
backbiter of others ; one that is vaine and ſcandalous in 
company, foolishly babling all he knows, unfairhfully 
revealing the ſecrets of his friends , raſh and haſiy in his 
reſolutions ; extravagant in his projects, irregular in 


his 
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bis ations; &c. And what reputation can ſuch a man 
expect ? the like I mighrſay of the Glutton , who ſpends 
bis Life in carrying meat from the Table to the Dun 
-kid; and ſo of cthers. | The name of ſuch men ſhall rot , 
Gith che wiſe man. It ſhall putrifie afſoon as their bo- 
dies, and ſometimes long before. Yea ſome mens 
wickedneſs makes them infamous after they are dead, 
kills them to immortality, and poyſons their memory 
tguture ages: they ſtand upon record as great Villains, 
and warnings to polterity. 
(. 6. Sm corrects andreproves the ſinner i this world by 
deſroymeg his health. How doth gluttony and drunkennels 
correct men by evening vomits, and morning,qualms,cru- 
-ditics of the ſtomach, pains of the head, and inflammartions 
of the liver, rheums, gouts, dropſics, cholick , conſump- 
-tons, apoplexies , palſies , decay of fight , want of 
appetite , lofle of memory , and judgment : {tupi- 
Hying the braine , weakning all the members of rhe 
body, and haſiening old age and death ? How many an 
bealrhy conſtitution hath been deſtroyed by intempe- 
-rance? belides that it inflames paſſion , and cxcites 
quarrells, makes men more apt togive aftfronts, & more 
unwilling to take them. On which acount ſairh Solo- 
mon. Who hath wo , who hath ſorrow, who hath wounds 3% 9. 
Whout cauſe ? they that tarry long at the wine &c. who can 
count all the. miſchiets ro the body , by an excels of 
cating and drinking? wheras abſtinence and a trempe- 


26 The Preſent Correthon , IM 

rate life hath been proved by many to be the cg. 
eaine cure of catarrhs, and gouts, and other diſeaſes, 
wherwith formerly they have been tormented. Hoy 
many miſerable inſtances have we known , of men tow 
tur'd by acute diſtempers, ſwoln with gouts, burn't with 
feavers, rackt by the ſtone, torn with cholicks , &c. and 


| forc't topine away a great part of their days in paine & | 


miſery , by the effects of Intemperance and luſt, By 
this means Princes and great men have been forc't toown, 
that it is anevil thing and abitter , to forſake God, ſuffe- 
ring ſuch torments as the fruit of theic Impieties, that 
have made them envy the condition of Peaſants, Slaves, 
and Beggars, How many ſacrifice their health, and 
firength, to a beaſily opportunity and are puniſht by 

ains of the head ; oppreſſions of the heart ; conturbs 
tions of the ſtomach ; gripeing of the bowells , conti- 
nual thirſt ; unſeaſonable and unquiet watchfullneſs; 
(when nature and digeſtion require rcſt. ) Beſides that 
horrible diſeas* imparted by this vice , the moſt cruel, 
the molt filthy , the moſt ſhamefull of all maladies: 
(from which no luſtfull perſon can be ſecure: Becauſe 
'tis the nature of vice , and of this in perticular , to 
precipitate from one degree of excels to another.) A 
diſeas which anticipates the corruption and uncleanneſs 
of the grave; wherby ſinners meet with their Limbo, 
their T7pher here, as a ſad preface, without repentance 
to. an everlaſting Fell. 
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F. 7, By an untimely Death. *Tis true a natural 
Death is the fruit of ſin, we may conſider epidemical 
diſeaſes, and our common mortality, the trouble of ſick- 
neſs, and the pains of dycing, as ſome correction, and 
reproof of ſtuners. Their rears and you , and phaſtly 
looks in a dyeing hour , their broken ſighs , their di- 
torted members , their trembling pope ng pulſe , 
their putrid breath, and laſt agonies, 'do all beſpeak ns 
to conſider what /1 hath done. But a. natural death 
being the punniſhment of the firſt tranſgreſſion, and 
common to all mankind; tis an nntimely death , 1 am 
now to ſpeak of, | 

Without difputeing wither the period of Life he muta- 
We, or not,, This is certaine , that God from the infinity 
of his nature muſt needs be preſent in all duration at 
once; and fo cannot but foreſee and know how Jong 
we {hall live. And tis likewiſe evident from Scrip- 
ture, reaſon, and experience , that ſome do not {ive 550 23] 
wt half their days, to which they might have arriv'd 
according to the cours of nature. The meek, & ſuch 
3 are b] fſed of God , [hall live lons to mherit the earth , 
but the Transgreſſors ſhall be cntt off. The fear of the Lord ;; vcas. 
prolongeth days ; but the years of the wicked ſhall be ſhortned. 
Some think that Balaam when he deſired to dye the death ,,,;. 
f the Righteous, and that his laſt end might be like his, 


23Numb. 


meant only the prevention of an nntimely death , & that «5. 
he might goc to his grave in a good old age. And God 
hand | 2 hath 


28 © ThePreſent Correflion, 
hath promiſed , among other temporal bleſlings, that 
the good man {hall be gathered im peace to his Fatherslike q 
ſhok of corn fully ripe : and crown'd with length of days ; a; 
well as with riches and honour. T's true a ſhort 
Life, and an haity death, are not allways a curſe, or 
the fruir of God's diſpleaſure. To a prepared ſoul, vis 
a blefling, and as ſich more deſircable , then to abi: 
in the flech, in order to our beig with Chriſt, which i 
beſt ofall. Put how many are there whoſe impietics/hor 
ten their days , and * haſten their diſſolutton. How 
many dye martyrs. by the fire of luſt. By the ſtrange ws. 
man , many fall dawn wounded, and many ſtrons men art 
flame by her. Her houſe is the way to the grave,& leads tothe 
chambers of death. How many have extinguiſh their vital 
flame, by intemperate drinking , and brought thoſedil- 
caſes, or furniſhr the matter of them, by exceſs, wherot 
in a ſhort time they dyed. Beſides the many thouſand 
Murders which drunkenneſs hath cauſed : in a drunkenfit 
men have murdered themſely's, their beſt friends, and 
deareſt Relations. Theriſe of moſt els hath been from 
hence : the challenge ſent from the tavern, or the reſolu- 
tion of fighting commenc't there, Not to — 
$2 | WwHAzt 


* Hinc ſubite mortes , atque mteſtata ſenectus , 
Tt nova nec triſtis per cun&tas fabula cenas : 
Ducitur watis plaudendum funus amicis. 
| Juvenal fat. 1. 
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what every ſeſions and affize may informns, how many 
expoſe themſelv's to the penalty of humane Jaws by great 
Transgreſſions, & peril h by the {word of the civil Ma- 
piſtrate, Which may be conſidered as. another inſtance, 
wherby Sin doth correct and reprove the Sinner in 
this world. 

6. 8. By troubleſome reflections , .and; horror of Conſcience. 
Rather then ſinners $hall cleape unpunniſhrt, they $hall 
correct themſelv's : Conſcience that was privy to their Im- 
pietics , & keeps a regiſter of their crimes, & is more then 
1thouſand witneſſes, shall accuſe, condemn, & torcure 
them , ( & that it may be for ſecret fins, which none of 
their acquaintance can charge them with, ) shall be wit- 
wſs, Judee , and Executioner too, before their trreverſible 
doom at the day of judgment. Hence many are conti- 
nually haunted by theSpettres of their former wickednels; 
& their own guilty minds frequently check them in their 
greateſt jollity,, and makea ſaddiſcord in their mirth : ſo 
that in the mud/t of laughter , their hearts are ſorrowfull. They 
aealways uneaſy , and walk in fear, leaſt vengence over- 
take them. Asthe firſt Murderer Cam, who was afraid of 
being ſlaine by every man he met , when he was ſure to meet 
with none, but Brethren Nephews. What can we ſup- 
pole should be able to give ſuch a man courage & ſup- 
port? when he 1s dezected by his own tears, and caſt down 
by an inward ſens of guilt. They muſt needs have fad 
hearts, not withſtanding chearfull countenances, from 
| D 3 the 
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the bitcings of this Tarantula within , which no outward 
applications will cure; any more then an inward bruiſe 
may be healed by aplaiſter upon the outer garment. Yea 
ſome from the hoyror of their own minds, have been ready 
to make away themſely*s, and become rheir own Execy. 
tioners ; as if the Worm, which never dyes, were more [n- 
rolcrable then the fare, that never goes out. And certain- 
Iythe moſt ſharp & terrible bodily pains are much infe- 
rior to the anguiſh of an awakened guilty Conſcience, 
tnder the apprehenſtons of divine wrath. Did. you neuer 
hear the onrcries'of adycing ſinner, after an impenitent 
wicked Life, convinc't of fin, & ſenſible of Eternity, 
expecting within a few hours to appear before his glori 
ous Judge? When his paſt Impieries ſtare him in the face, 
& Death, and Hell, and Gods Eternal vengence, arc open 
& taked before him +: 'Deſpairing now of the mercy of 
God, which all his Life before he ſighted, and curſcing 
thoſe fapitive pleaſures, & vaine Companions, that intic't 
him to miſpend: his trme, &.commit folly , and neglect 

his preparationsfor another world. | 
Put many ſinners feel theſe rebakes of Conſcience in 
bralth, as well as ſickneſs; Tertors poſlels their guilty mind; 
& curdle all cheit detights. They tremble wich torment- 
ing ſears, which they catmot getrid of: & not takeing the 
right merhod of cure, they arlaſt ſigh away, their fainting 
breath, in toral deſpair, In.the mean time what arts do 
chey uſe, ro drive away this evil ſpirit which a” 
/ 
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ſy haunts them ? bur none of their tryed methods of run” 
ning to company , & recreations, to drunkenneſs & rior, 
&c. have been found effeCtual for any conſiderable time. 
But ſtill they are dogged by their own guilt. In vaine do 
ou think , to laugh & ſport & drink away your fears; 
bi will ſoon return upon yon with preater violence, 
when the company is broken up, & the heat of wine is 
over : Which like ſprightly muſick may raiſe a mans mind 
forthe preſent,but will leave him more dumprh & melan- 
choly afterward. Yea jt makes farther work for Repen- 
tae, 8 fo will but augment your terrors. Mirth & plca- 
lare, inſtead of giveing eas toan accuſing conſcience, wilt 
but aggravate and increas your trouble: you will ſpeed 
no berter then the Philitins did , when they ſent for Samp- 
ſm, t 0 make them ſport : who' pul d' the bouſe down upon their 
treads, | 

Backſliders, of all others, are perticularly reproved and 
wrrefted by fin', m this inſtance : how-'many fach have 
teen known , who when they come to themſelv's, and 
repent, are even diſtracted by the terrors of the Lord , thro 
remorſe for their apoſtacy ? ſuch before Repentance have- 
k& pleaſure in the commution of {in then others, who 


wyerhad fo much light, 'or knew ſo much of the com- 


non workings of the Spirit: Andafterwards have more 
ctrible apprehenſions of God's avenging Juſtice. Con- 
kience ſpeaks louder in their ears, and'the flames of Hell 
liſh ofcener in their eyes.” Sothat commonly they doubr, 
wither 


32 The Preſent Correction , 
wither God will ever receive them to mercy ; and ſome. 
times wither they have not committed the unpardonahle 
OM, | 

Backſliding Chriſtians, who have formerl;; rezoyc'c inthe 
lizht of God's countenance , and walk'c in the comforts of the 
he!y Ghoſt, (while they walk'r in their Integrity ) afterthe 
commiſſion of preſumptnous ſms, have dearly expericnct 
how evill & bitter a thing it is, to forſake God. Conſcience 
flyes in their faces , being commonly awakened by ſome 
atflicting providence) and ſetts their fins , with the 
aggravations of them, in order before them; and rite 
bitter things againſt them. All their joy is turned to worm- 
wood, and their very lives are become a burden , and 
yet. they dare not dye. 'They read their Inditement, 
but cannot ſce a pardon , or ſcarce entertaine any hopes 
of one. They are covered as with ſackloth, and lay inthe 
duſt , bewatling their folly, and confeſſing thcir guilt, 
with, broken, bleeding hearts before the Lord. ,, Oh 
;» vile Apoſtate that, I am! .after ſuch a. profeſſion for lo 
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»» long a time, after ſo many convictions of the cvill of 


, (in, and ſo much experience of the ſweetneſs and (t 
»» tisfaCtion of holy walking , thus.to-forſake my own 
2» mercies', dil hogour my -profeſſion , - and provoke 
» God. It had been better for 'me never to have known tit 
way of Righteouſueſs,, then after haveing known , an4 ty 
it , thus [hamcfully.. co, revolt: ,;$uch.1a mans /in ap* 
pears with, horror, ;and; falls, him. with ange4/4 : 1o " 
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he would give all the world he had not been guilty of that 
apoſtacy he repents of. Lord ! what a wretch , what a 
fool was I ? will ſuch a man fay , Thus willfully to of- 
fend thee , in ſpight of the cleareſt knowledg , & the moſt m- 
dearing kindneſs? againſt ſo many obligations , ſo many vows , & 
reſolutions, thoſe made upon the moſt weighty reaſons: what grace, 
what love ,” what mercy , have 1 trampled on , & ſinned againſt? 
whither ſ hall I goe * what ſhall I doe? how dare I appear be- 
ſue that God , on whom 1 have thus perfrdiously turned my back! 
how can 1 ever hope to rezaie his loſt favour ! Againſt thee 
mly, holy God , have 1 ſinned , & done evill in thy ſtght. Lord ! 
lam unworthy to appear in thy preſence, 1 am ashamed & bluſh 
tolook up to Heaven, How ſhall 1 eſcape thy juſtice , when 
Ihave deſpis'd thy goodneſs , & forfeited thy grace ! What can 
I reply , if thou utterly forſake me , & refuſe to be intreated by 
m prayers , or accept my return? Eternal wrath is my due , Hell 
s my deſerved portion : & even there may 1 juſtly carry thes 
ſlings of conſcience ; even there muſt 1 acknowleds I was juſt- 
lh condemned , & punniſ ht ; & own the righteouſneſs of my 


dm, to unguenchable fire , with my flameing tongue & breath. 


Wretch that 1 am, who ſhall deliver, & ſave me! only the 
mercy of God, in Chriſt, whoſe bloud , cleanſeth from all- ſin, 
can poſubly relieve the exigence of my caſe. And wilt thou pit- 
ly, and pardon, and graciously receive ſuch a rebe!* For Jeſus 
Unſt his ſake , ſpare me , & give me repentance ; blot out my 
transgreſfon , for it is great , and hide thy face from my ſim, 
from my fin , which is ever before me. - 7 camot avoid the 
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ſaght of it ; 1 cannot but remember it, and abhorr my ſelf nduf 
& ashes, & 90e mourning all the day long. | 
T hes are the thoughts , this is the language of 1 
humble Penitent, under the ſens of former bac {lidings, 
To this purpoſe, David tells us in one of his penitential| 
Pſalms, that his ſin was ever before him. And 1n another 
that his ſorrow was continually before hym. T he one as the 
35-17: cauſe, the other as the effect. His ſi as the reaſon of his 
ſorrow; 8 his ſorrow as the fruit of his ſm, was continy- 
ally before htm. This made him cry ſo carnelily for pardon, 
0 Lord ,blot out my transgreſSions ; and remember not my ſin, 
i. e. | remember them, 1 acknowledg, | humbly con- 
fels them, they are ever in my view , 8 before my face. O 
do not thou remember them , but caſt them behind thy back, 
On this acount,, he complains of broken bones, 8& a wor 
ded ſpirit. T hat the arrows of God ſtuck faſt in his ſoul , au 
his hand preſſed him ſore: that he roared all the day long : & 
watered his couch with his tears. T hes conflicts and terrors, 
this darknels & deſpondency,are tie fruit of backſliding, | 
and 1s well if tt do. not iſſue in the fin unto death , in final 
incurable Apoſtacy. T' is true ſome who are fallen from 
{o great an heigth, are raifed againe: and God upon 
ſincere Repentance will pardon and fave returning Back- 
fliders, yet ſo as byfire , with great difficulty. And they 
may never recover their former tranquillity and peace, 
but walk heavily and ſoftly, under doubts and fears , and 
dezettion of. ſpirit, to their dyeing day. And _— 
uffec 
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ſuffer ſmart Afliftons, to ſcour off the filth they have 
contracted by their revolt, and to humble them more 
deeply under the apphrehenſion of cheir agravated guile. 
[a thes, -and other ſuch inſtances, as might be mentioned, 
ſm doth correct and reprove the ſinner in this world, 

What remains,is to cpnfider what Inferences of truth 8& 
duty, may be colleftcd from the preceding diſcourſe, 
forour mſtruction and practiſe ; or what improvement we 
ſhould make of tt. Which I ſhall diſpatch in thes follo- 
wing Propoſetions.. 

(. 1. That we oueht thankfully to admire the wiſdom 8 good- 
wſsof God, whohath, m ſo great meaſure, connetled our 
preſent duty & happineſs. That we cannot diſobey God 
vithout injuring our ſely*s , & feeling the ſmart of it, 
even in this Life. Let us thank him for hedging up our 
way to Eternal death, by the thorns & briars of temporal 
calamities, By makeing ſin ſo unreaſonable, paintull, 
ſhameful, troubleſome, & againſt our Intreſt, even on 
this ſide the Grave. In ſo much, that in many inſtances we 
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W can not be #ndone forever, without being miſerable now : 


norloos the happineſs of the other world , without expo- 
lcing our ſelv's to many ſorrows , & calamities in this. 
by our fin & folly we make the Rod which corretts us : 
our own finger twiſtsthe cords , wherby weare rebuke 8: 


 chaſtened : the web which inſnares & intangles us is 


(pun out of our own bowells. And-God in wiſdom & 
kindneſs ſo orders it, to prevent our perishing in both 
worlds, | E 2 C. That 
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511 2. We ought. hear thly to bleſs FGod for reftrammg Hs 6 


bis grace, & providence , from Preſumtuous Crimes. That he 
Was 5 pleas 'dtoſtopusinour way to ruine, & metcitully 
prevent us from running into thoſe txcelive which would 
have been attended with ſuch:miſerable effects here, & 
at laſt have expoſed us to his condemning ſentence. Had 
he not ſometimes 91thhel/d us by his grace, when we were 
tempted : 8 prevented us, at other times, by his prove 
dence ,, from.divers Temptations, by which others have 
fallen ; we had ere this been deplorable ſpectacles of divine 
Juſtice, and ſeverely corrected by our own folly. And 
this 1s the favor, which God 1s pleafed to vouchlate to 
his Children', to fuccor them when they are tempted , & 
ro keep:them! fromfuch T.cmptatiors, as they would 
not be able to reſiit. Not that he is a good man, who 
would live wickedly, if he were but rempred to do fo, by 
thoſc ordinary trials that humane nature may expe : but 
he who prefers God, and: the bleſſedneſs of. the orhicer 
world, bctore all things els ; & livesapreable to lucha 
choice; it he ſo continue shall be ſaved : tho there might 
have becn ſuppoſed a Temptation fo firong, as would 
have conquered, his reſolutions, with: that meafure of 
Grace he then had, if it had notbcen fortified with new 
ſupplies. Therfore thank God for the care of his provi- 
dence , which ſecures ns from many dangerous Temp: 
tions: & for the aſliſtance of hisGrace ininabling usto 
TY 
come oft wit victory , when we have been tryed. 
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6. 3- How muchbetter then is a Life of holy Obedience ts 
Ged , then the pra&lice of ſin , if there were noreward to be expe- 
fed after Death ? Ifin this Life only we had hope(the caſe 
of cruel perſecution excepted : ſuch as St. Paul ſpeoks of 
1Cor. 15. Andextreme Poverty, & bodily Pains, &c, becauſe 
under thes the hopes of a future bleſlednels are the chief 
ſupports: orherwilc) We ſhould be fo far from bein 
of all men the meſt miſerable mthis world, by obeying the 
Golpell of Chriſt; that t* is apparently for our preſent 1n- 
teſt, to obſerve the precepts of natural & Chriliian Relt- 


| gion; the Yoke of Chriſt is eaſier, & his burden lighter, 


&the ſervice of Yod lels difficult, then the drudgery of 
in, with ſuch conſequences, as have been mentioned. 
Let me ſeriouſly appeal to your Experience, wither it be 
not evill & bitter to depart from God, & calt oft his fear ? 
have you not found it ſo, to yonr coſt ? have not yon 
your ſcl'v's, & many'others whom you know,bcen [evere- 
ly chaſtened & reproved , by ſin ? & what frut have you , or 
they, or what fruit have you ever had, of the ſins you are 
now ashamed of ,. but ſuch as hath been deſcribed ? what 
profit bath he, faith the Wiſeman , who hath labor d for the, \.,_ . 
wn 

Bring in your acounts of what you have ever got by a 
wicked Live : & compare it with the preſent reward of 
holy liveing. Set down your income, & proceed toa 
reckoning , & lee whar the total lumme amounts to. So 
much Shame & Fear ; ſo much Care & Troublt7; fo much + 
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Loſſe 8& Damage ; ſo much Ignominy 8 Diggrace; fo much 
D:squiet & Disſatisfattion ; ſo much Discredit & Disparage. 
ment; ſo many Fruſtrations & Disapotments ; ſo many 
Difficulties 8 perplexities ; ſo many Diſeaſes, Griefs, & 
Aches, An ill name , an empty purſe , a decayed Fortune 
distempered Body , a guilty accuſing Conſcience , &&c. Andall 
this for a little ſenſuall mirth 8 pleaſure, for wine, & 
women , for a feather, a fancy , an humour , a luſ, 
* Wherasif you would ſeriously rcturn to God, & walk 
humbly , & circumſpecly before him, you will quickly 
be able joy/wlly to relate from your own Experience , the 
contrary fruit of holy Obedience. Remember therfore the 
vinegar, and the Gall of former (ins, and return no mar 
tofolly. Eſpecially conſidering that , 

6 4. If fin do thus correct the ſinner m this Life , hou 
much more ſeverly will it do ſo in thenext ? If the conſeques- 
ces of fin in this world , are oftentimes ſo dreadtull, 
how much more intolerable will they be in that whichis 
to come? never did any ſinner without Repentance 
clcape the juſtice of God ; but ſooner or later his ſin did 
find him out. You cannot fwallow poyſon , but Jou 

wi 
*Te miſerie, te .erumne prentunt onnes , qui te Beatum, qui t 
florentem putas : Tue libidines te torquent , tu dies noctesqut 
cruciarts, Te conſcientie ſtimulant maleficiorum tuorum , tt 
metus exanimant judiciorum , atque legum quocunque aſpext 
ſti, ut furie ; ſic tuetibi occurrunt mcurie , que te reſpiratt 
non ſmunt — Cicero, 
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vill feel the effefts of it. Even thole (ins you now ju- 


age- Ml fifye 8c glory in, { hall be your Everlaſting puni(hment. 


Tho you ſhould not be ſcourged & chaltened in this 
world, as many others are. Conſcience that is now 
ſcep, will ere long awake to purpoſe; & be faithfull 
o its office when the molt ſtinging apphrehenſions of 
our own guile, ſhall vex & torture your Souls, with 
ifruitleſs remorſe for paſt folly, & remedilels despair un- 
dr an intolerable wrath. 

All choſe inquities, which you deſignedly forget , are 
written down in God's book of Remembrance. And the 
by is haſtening when a ſtrict Reckoning will be deman- 
&d; & juſtice impartially executed, on thole who 
will not now believe a future Judgment; & on thoſe who 
be, as ifthey did not expect it. 

: Itis obſeruable in the word of God, or may be infer?d 
fom thence, to the glory of divine juſtice, that inthe 
proceedings of the laſt day, God will fuit & proportion 
the future punnishment of flagitions men, to their preſent 
ſu, 
Every vice { hall have its proper torment: & the mi- 
ries which now correct men, as the Beginning of Hel , 
ſhall be then conſummate, ls not the Diſorder & Con- 
ſion, the Everlaſting Pain & ( hame of Hell, begun 
be inflicted on ſinners in this Life ? ſome impreties are 
ww troubleſome 8 painful , the full wages will be exqui- 
te & intolerable anguiſh. As there is nothing more /oath 
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* ſomethen ſome crimes ; there ſhall be ſtench in the lakeof 
Brimſtone here after, Sinners are now in ſlavery to their 
laſts, & led Captive by the Devil ; & inthe priſon of Hell, 
there are chains of Everlaſting Darkneſs They ſhall req 
as they ſowed; & every man receive according to his works, 
God's Eternal curſe ſhall be the portion of the Impioys 
wearer , & Blaſphemer. Outer Darkneſs 1s reſerved for 
the willfull deſpiſers of natural, & Euangelicall Liv 
The Atheiſts heart ſhall tremble under the vengeance of 
that God whole being & authotity he denied. The 
Glutton's teeth {hall gnash; The Laſcivions & unclean be 
rormented in unquenchable flames , 8 vainly ſigh fora 
drop of water to cool their tongues. 

As they who were uſefull in the world , 8& did 2d 
to others, {hall /hine as ſtars 1n glory ; the malicious , ſpite- 
full, 8 Envious , ſhall 21awtheir own bowells. As the 
Lovers of Peace , "hall ſee the God of Peace, &beblcſled; 
Furious , Paſſionate , Angry, Turbulent ſinners ſhall rave 
8& roar forever under the wrath of God. Asthe merciful 
Shall find mercy ; the Covetons , & uncharitable ſhall remem- 
ber rheirloſt opportunites of doing good , with extre- 
meregret; &the thoughts of their unimployed Riches 
beas Theres in their fides; As the meek 8& Humble shallbe 
exalted; The proud ſhall be covered with Shame : & 
thrown down to the bottom of contempt. As the Dilizent 
foul ſhall berewarded with a glorious recompence ; "the 
flothfull {hall Tament their ſtupid. neglicence 5 im trifling 

away 
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amy their precious ſeaſons, withont a pollibility of retrei- 
yeing them. As holy Mourners 5hall then be comforted ; 
the merry Jovial ſomer , who now laughs at ſerious piety, 
&derides Religion as a melancholy. humour, shall weep 
& wail , for ever. Every impenitent (innershall after 
Death be condemned to a ſtate of unſpeakable miſery: 
not only far beyond the preſent punishments of (in; 
but infinitely above all we can now apprehend or fear; 
tcontinue as long as God & Heaven indure. i: e. it shall 
te without the leaſt hope of an intermiſſion or Period, 
And this without unfeigned Repentance, you will find to 
your colt, when tis tooJate , tobe nogroundleſs fancy, 
ormelancholy Dream, no politick device,or fine contrivance 
tokeep the world in awe; but the words of ſoberneſs, & the 
certaine truth of God. Therfore 

F. .5 This may abundantly convince us of the great abſur- 
dity & ſottishneſs of moſt ſinners, in the proſecution of their Luſts. 
Who turn the deaf car to all thes loud reproots & ſmart 
corrections of their own Sin. Tho God hath made the 
wages of Iniquity to be troubleſome & affictive in this 
world, as well as threatned eternal ſorrows to the Impeni- 
tent hereafter ; tho ſome crimes do not only merit pun- 
nihment, atthe hands of Juſtice , but inflict it; yet foo- 
Ih ſinners court their own miſery, with the retuſal of 
Happineſs, They will feed upon husks , when Mama 
8 offer d them : they forſake the Fountaine of livemg Wa- 


ters, to purchaſe a Feaver : they negleCt an Everlaſting 
F Hea- 
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Heaven, in the other world , for the Beginnings of Heg, 
in this. They forfeit & relinquish the favor of God, and 
peace of conſcience, & eternel Life, for the imbraces of 
an Harlot, for unjuſt gaine, for Drunkennels & Riot, & 
ſuch like follies, with the afflictive conſequences that at- 
tend them in this Life. 

As if Paine were preferable toeaſe, & diſquiet to ſatix 
faction, & contentment : as if Trouble were better than Peace: 
& Poverty than Riches, As if ſickneſs were more deſireable 
than health ; 8 Disapointment than Certainty. : and the hyr. 
ror & anguish of an accuſing Conſcience , then calmneſs 8& ſe. 
renity of mind. As if a long and happy Life , with the Love 
of God, andthe Teſtimony of a good Con(cience, and 
the joyfull proſpe&t of a future bleſſednels after this Life 
15ended,, were lc(seligible taan a miſerable, shamefull, and 
untimely Death. ls it like Men, who have rational Souls, to 
make ſuch a choice? But t? is more foolish and unreaſo- 
nable , if you are conſidered as profeſſing Chriſtians; 
to betray your God fora luſt; your Redeemer, with allthe 
purchaſe of his death, for Paine, and Shame and loos yout 

immortal Souls, redeemed by his precious Bloyd, not for 
thing only, but for what is worſe : and in. order to be mi 
ſcrable for ever, choos to be ſo for the preſent. Can you 

Took upon Sin with all thes disadvantages ; and hath it, can 
it poſſibly have , any beauty to intice & charm you ? But 
you will obje&, ic may be, that many who live in Sin, do 
not meet with thes miſcheiyous effects & conſequences, 

upon 
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upon the account wherof | would diſſuade you from it. 
Therfore | | 

6. 6. We ought to conſider that 't is very conſiſtent with the 
Juſtice of God, reconcileable to his wisdom, that all wicked men 
dhould not equally receive the correCtion & punnishment of Sin in 
ths world. Many men may fo far bridle their luſts, or in- 
jy the pleaſures of Sin with ſo much craft & cunning, as 
wo eſcape many of thoſe rebukes & ſmart corrections, 
which others mcet with. We have Inſtances of ſome who 
ſpend therr days in Pride, & Cruelcy, Luſt, & Luxury, & 
Rebellion againſt God, & yer leave this world without 
ay remarkable ſtroke of his anger & Juſtice : to the won- 
der, & tumbling of Divers who obſerveit. | 

In all Ages this hath been a difficult objection againſt 
the Providence of God ; & urged on all occaſions by Atheiſts 
& Saducees 1n favor of their cauſe againſt the Worship- 
pers of God. And tis more ealy ofthe two,togive ſuffi- 
cient reaſons of the perſecutions 8& ſufferings of good men, 


then to folve the Impwunity 8 Proſperity of the Wicked. But + 1b 
tether can be done with clearnefs & ſatis{aftion, without & ©w9q, 


the belict of a Future Judgment ; & both of thes are argu- 


mentative in their kind to perſuade that Belief, David 1: Jer. 1. 


himſelf was puzled for a time with this myliery of Di- 


vine Providence : til he went into the ſanfuary , & (criously 13 ++: 


conſidered the latter end of Sinners. And then he ex- 
claims againſt himſelf, & cries our of his folly, How foo- 
ib was I & jonorant : 1 was as a Beaſt before thee. For the 

F 2 Con- 
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Conſidcration of another Life, & a Judgment to come 
will abundantly farisfye us of the reaſons of divine Pa. | 
ticnce & long-ſufftcring for the preſent. ; Why Sentence 
arainſt Evill doers is not ſpeedily executed , ornot at all inthis 
world. They are condemned by the holy Law of God, 
& bound over to his final Judgment ; & thothe Execu- 
tion be delayed for a while, they cannot eſcape the hand 
of Juſtice, fince God is Omnipreſent, Allmighty, & lives 
for ever. And how $short is the time of God's forbearance 
in this Life, if compared with an endleſs duration of mile- 
ry after the judgment day. We have little reaſon toenyy 
them their preſent Proſperity, when we conſider that the 
day of Execution is apointed , & that they are haſtening to 
aPet. 2:3.it 3 for their Judgment doth not linger, & their Damnation ſlum- 
breth not , faith the Apoſtle. T he honour of God's Tultice 
will then be more publickly vindicated , & more openly 
manifeſt toall the world , then it could be by. the preſent 
punnishment of all great offenders. It will not be long 
ere they fee] the diſmal eftects of that Allmighty ven- 
gence they now deride; ſeethe Heaventhey have loſt and 
{corned ; & ſuffer thoſe intolerable & remedile(s torments 
which they will not now believe or conſider. In the mean 
time they are not allof them altogether unpunishe in this 
world, but feel the Jashes of their own guilty (elf-condem- 
ning thoughts, by inward horror & anxiety of minde, 
& continual fears of divine Juſtice : Which all their out- 
ward proſperity cannot remedy, any more than mulick 
Call 
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I tothe headach, And thes very fears of an aiter reckoning 


aea mighty check & reſtraint upon thoſe, whoare above 
the controul of humane laws, & have power to defend 
& juſtifye theircrimes, The world would be fillPd with 
cruelty & bloud , & mankind bedeſtroycd by the Luſts 
of Tyrants, & great Oppreſliors , were they notin ſome 
meaſure reſtrained by the fears of a future Judgment , & 
punischments in another Lite, 

Some ſach it may be are ſpared; in order to their Repen- 
tance & Amendment ; for ſome Perſecutors, & Blaſphemers, 
& notorious Criminals have been called to Repentance ; 8& 
afterwards have been inſtrumental to glorific that God, 
whom before they affronted & provok'r. Or it may be 
God forbears them, as the Executioners of his wrath upon 
hers, as the ſcourges of the world, to punnish the wicked- 
nels of other men, And when they have done his work, 
they shall be (c1z'd by his Juſtice, & their latter end be as 
exemplary & remarkable, as were their * Impictics. Ot 
this Inſtances may be given in the Roman Emperors , 8& 
others. For of nincteen or twenty Emperors , that pals'd 
between 4ntoninus the Phyloſopher,8& Claudius the ſecond, 
not.one of them eſcap'ta violent Death. Morever, God 

| E 3 may. 
* Jam non ad culmina Rerum , 
Injuſte creviſſe queror ;, tolluntsr in altum , 


Ut lapſu graviore ruant. 2 
Claudian. 
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may deſign to inſtruct us in our duty by his own Example, 
ro teach us by his infinite condeſcention & patienceto- 
ward thoſe who provoke him, how to exerciſe meck- 
nels & forbearance one toward another. It being impol: 
ſible any injury we receive from our fellow-creatures 
should ever be heightned to ſuch a guile, as our ſins againſt 
God are clothed with But whatever be the realon of 
Divine Patience , it 18 ſo far from being an argument againſt 
his Providence, & a Future Judzmeut , that 1t may ſerve to 
eſtablish both. For ſome fomners are now correfted, and 
puriu'd by his juſtice, leaſt we should queſtion wither 
he do at all concern himſelf in the aftaires of man- 
kind, or would ever call men to an acount for what they 
do: & all great offenders are not, , that there may be 
roomfor the exercize of Faith: & rhat we may the better 
{ce the need of a judgment Day, & believe the certainty of 
ic : & that the threatnings of Everlaſting milſcries may 
have the more influence & eftect upon us; becaulc ſome 
in great meaſure do eſcape the preſent punnishments of 
cheir Impiety. And no wonder it the Providence of God 
in the diſtribution of temporal good & Evil be now moro 
dark & intricate then formerly ; that we can not ſoclear- 
ly obſerve his displeaſure againſt che wicked by preſent 
punishment , or his approbation of the Righteous by 
proſperous Events 3 becauſe we have now lefs need of 
ſuch indications of divine favor or wrath : ſince thecx- 


craordinary revelation which he hath made of himſelf in 
| the 
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the holy Scriprurcs , eſpecially in the new Teſtament , whet- 


by'we have « much clearer light to guide us & a fuller & more 


manifeſt aſſurance of Erernal Rewards & Punishments. But 
becauſe ordinarily men arc chaltened , & corrected by their 
wickedne in this world. Therforc 

$. 7. Les us reſolve to avcid Sin , as ever we would avoid being 
meſerable in both worlds. The number is not great of thoſe 
who abhorr Evill by contemplating it meerly in the abſtract 
or choos piety by viewing in only in a Metaphyſical dreſle. 
glineſs , 't is truc, Should be lov'd for it ſelf, as the image 
of God, the moſt Excellent & moſt perfe Being : & Sin ha- 
ed for its own intrinſick Malignity , the Deformity , & Evill of 
is nature. But while we dwell in bodies ; preſent ſufferings, 
& temporall calamitics will very much affect us : & as they 
are the uſuall conſcquents of Sin , may be likely to diſſuade 
us rom it. Let us therfore gather grapes from thes thorns , & 


fys from thes thiſtles, & turn thes ſtones into Bread, by learning 
to be wiſe at a cheaper rate then others. Let the ſuſtice of 


God upon them” be mercy to us , for our Inſtrution & War- 
ning : that we may not be corrected & reproved by our own 


folly. 


Becauſe fome have been impious without feeling all thoſe 
miſerable effets , or but very few of them ; $hall we therfore 
run the hazard ? will we ſwallow a cup of poiſon , when we 
are forctold of the fatal conſequence , becauſe ſome have done 
ſo unawares & eſcap't with their lives ? Becauſe ſome have 
been in a tempeſt, and not drown'd ; would we choos to ad- 
yenture our ſclv's in a (ſtorm ? will any Wiſeman rush upon the 
point of a fword , becauſe it may poſlibly miſs his heart , & 
not mortally wound him ? wheras in caſe, if it should not, yet 
the wound , will coſt him dear by Repentance ; and the dearecr 
ſtill, the longer he delays the remedy. 


Be . 


1 Prev. 
10:15. 
4. c.15. 
5.C. 4: 
Tz 8, 9, 
LO, 11. 


* Everlaſting” fotrows at the:-price of Temporal. Be not. ſuch Enj.! 
mics to your ſely's", & to your ownintrelt , as to run the hy. 


_—_ - 
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'Be perſuaded therfore to receive inſtrugion , before you 
taſte the- bitter "fruit of your own folly. : & do not purchaſs 


zard of being calamitous & afflicted now, to ſecure therby irre. 
coycrable perdition hercafter. But it Sinners intice thee con. 


ſent thou not, walk not in the way with .them , refrain thy 


foot;from their path. Ayoid Ke poll not by it, turn from it & 
paſſe away. 'For theend will bebitrer as wormwood &c, Ther: 


forc 'ayoid the occaſions of 'Sin , leaſt thou give thiric. honour 


unto others; & thy reproach'be. not wiped away-;. leaſt ſtrat» 
gers be filled with thy wealth ; & thou mourn at the laſt, when 
thy Flesh and thy Body are conſumed , & ſay how have I hated 
Inſtrution , & my heart deſpiſed Reproof. Conſider the Rt 
proof, and avoid the" Correfion of Sin, which now it gives you; 
that thes ſmaller drops may not preface a shower of vengence: that 
your final ruine be not the conſequent of your incorrigiblencs 
under preſent chaſtiſement :. that thes Temporal Punnishments may 
not introduce more ' terrible', inſupportable , & endleſs wrarh, 
Eſpecially ſince our mercifull Saviour hath: offered to deliver us 
from both :. from the Temporal Punishments of Sin, by our pte- 
ſent Obedience to his holy Goſpel 5 & from Everlaſtivg Deſtruc- 
tion, by that Eternal Salvation , wherof he is the Author to All 
that obey him, and to none but them. 


| Pa 


THE END. 


Or ACC —— — 


ER RATE 


Befides the literal faults & fals pointings, Page 3. line 3. read often. p. 4-1-4 
far the r. that. 1:24 .** - >- 20, 1-26, r. riotous. p. 36. laſt line r. with. 
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